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Figure S1: Left: total numbers of papers and active authors in each year; middle: average

number of papers per author in each year; right: average number of authors per paper in

each year.
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Figure S2: Left: the total number of m-authored papers in each year, for di↵erent m.

Right: the total number of k-year-senior active authors in each year, for di↵erent k (an

author who publishes the first paper in year t has a seniority of k in year t+ k).

m-author paper, each author is counted as published 1 and 1/m papers, respectively. In

the standard count, the yearly paper counts increase between 1975 and 2009, from about

1.2 paper per author to about 1.4 paper per author, and decrease after 2009, to about 1.3

paper per author in 2015. In the fractional count, the yearly paper counts always decrease,

from about 0.85 paper per author in 1975 to about 0.5 paper per author in 2015. This can

be explained by that the average number of authors per paper has been steadily increaseing

over the years. See the right panel of Figure S1, where we present the average number of

authors per paper; the curve is seen to be steadily increasing.

The above can be further explained by Figure S2 (left), where we present the number

of m-authored papers in each year for m = 1, 2, 3 and m � 4, respectively. It is seen

that the fraction of single author papers have been steadily decreasing, and the fraction of

papers with 3 or more authors have been steadily increasing. One possible reason is that,

as statistics becomes increasingly more interdisciplinary, publishing in statistical journals
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